Characterization of Vero cells.
A cell line used in the production of biologicals should be free of infectious agents, and 'described with respect to cytogenetic characteristics and tumorigenicity'. Vero, a continuous cell line derived from a normal African green monkey kidney, was examined for the presence of retroviruses and for tumorigenic potential. We were unable to detect the presence of retroviruses by reverse transcriptase assay, electron microscopy or hybridization of cellular genomic DNA with Mason-Pfizer monkey virus DNA probes. In addition, passage 156 Vero cells did not form progressively growing tumors in nude mice or grow with high efficiency in soft agarose.